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downtown Pittsburg, the restaurant is a hive of
activity, with counter and booths packed and
overflowing, waitresses racing through the
crowd, and presiding over it all with an enor-
mous smile on his face, Bill Muniz, who is
never too busy to talk about his plans for his
community is excited and upbeat words.

‘‘I go to schools, I talk about the opportuni-
ties they have,’’ Bill is quoted as saying. ‘‘I be-
lieve in dreams. I also believe people have to
work for them.’’ And he has worked hard,
since arriving more than 30 years ago from
Guadalajara where he was an internationally
recognized cyclist. He worked as a delivery
boy, in canneries, in a chocolate factory and
elsewhere before becoming the owner of the
New Mecca in the 1960s and building it into
a legendary institution in downtown Pittsburg.

So it is fitting that this weekend, the public
square near the New Mecca will be dedicated
to Bill Muniz, whose efforts have brought thou-
sands of people to downtown Pittsburg and
helped revitalize an entire city. And it is also
appropriate that the Chicano Latino Acad-
emies Reaching Out (CLARO) will be naming
its new computer center in nearby Brentwood
for Bill in honor of his dedication to children,
education and the community.

This is far from the first time Bill has been
recognized for his civic contributions. He has
been Pittsburg’s Man of the Year (1978),
UCSSO Mexican American of the Year (1980),
original member of the Contra Costa Hall of
Fame (1988), Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce Member of the Year (1992), City of
Concord Commendation (1995), California
State Senate Commendation (1995), and
many more awards and recognitions. In 1995,
the Contra Costa Board of Supervisors de-
clared November 3 ‘‘Bill Muniz Day’’ to recog-
nize his longstanding service to our commu-
nity.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to
join in saluting a man who has lived the Amer-
ican Dream because of his own hard work and
community spirit, and who now is doing so
much to make that dream a possibility to oth-
ers who are prepared to follow his example.
He is a truly special and gifted man whose
public enthusiasm for his community is as
great as his personal modesty. I am lucky to
call Bill my friend, and that is a genuine honor
I share with thousands who will join to honor
him for his many contributions and services.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay special tribute in the name of
equality, in the name of justice and in the
name of opportunity. Fifty years ago, Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman issued an executive
order, desegregating the U.S. Armed Forces
and signed into law the Women’s Armed Serv-
ices Integration Act. This monumental piece of
legislation was the realization of, at the time,
a one hundred year struggle for women’s
rights. It begun in 1848 with the ‘‘Declaration

of Sentiments’’ in Seneca Falls, New York
where women for the first time congregated
together to discuss women’s rights. Their im-
mediate cause was achieved in 1920, when
women were granted suffrage—the right to
vote and participate in the American political
family. In the 1920’s women were asserting
their rightful place in the workforce and began
to embrace their independence in unimagina-
ble ways. Yet, women were still not accepted
as full fledged participants among the social
and cultural fabric of American life. They were
still treated as second-class citizens, in the
male-dominated workplace. Few women were
permitted entry into high executive positions,
law schools and medical schools.

The onset of the Second World War, flood-
ed the work place with tens of thousands of
women eager to help the war effort by labor-
ing in the factories producing valuable war
supplies and armaments. These patriotic
women showed America their superb abilities
in tackling jobs that were previously performed
only by men. Through their efforts, these pio-
neering women laid the seeds of the modern
women’s movement by forcing America to
conform the double-standard in basic civil and
social rights. There were many women who
sacrificed much for the war effort by participat-
ing in the WAACS, the WAVES and the USO.
Some women even volunteered for the haz-
ardous assignments of being a test-pilot
(WASPs) for new fighter aircraft or agents for
the Office of Strategic Service (OSS). Many
were nurses, codebreakers, truck drivers, and
clerks. Most served at home but there were
many who were assigned to front line areas.
They risked their lives in the same combat
zones as their male counterparts and in some
cases died while performing their essential du-
ties.

After the war, these courageous women
were told to return to the homes and kitchens
of America. The ironic injustice of helping to
defeat oppression overseas and yet be denied
equity at home did not pass un-noticed. With
the force of history held in the balance, Presi-
dent Truman’s executive order and Senator
Margaret Chase Smith’s Women’s Armed
Services Integration Act were both signed into
law. The act authorized regular and reserve
status for women in the Army, Navy, Air Force
and Marine Corps. All at once, women, at
least in the military, had finally achieved a sig-
nificant step towards equality.

Since 1948, many of the limitations that
were included in the act have been amended
to ensure even greater equity for women in
the military. As a result, women today may at-
tend the service academies, train and serve in
gender-integrated units and in many cases
women have risen to general and flag officer
ranks. As a direct result of this historic act,
women are now able to fully participate and
serve in the U.S. Armed Forces. Today, about
200,000 women serve on active duty and
make up about 14% of the force; and about
225,000 women serve in the reserve compo-
nents and comprise 15.5% of their strength.

Mr. Speaker, the Women’s Integration Act
laid down the foundation for the future
achievement of America’s women in the
Armed Services. Today we celebrate and
honor the past and present achievements of
Guam’s daughters who have dedicated their
lives in some capacity to the service of their
country. Women such as the late Lieutenant
Colonel Marilyn Won Pat (U.S. Army), Lieuten-

ant Colonel Evelyn Salas Leon Guerro (Guam
Army National Guard) and Master Sergeant
Victoria R. Laganse (U.S. Army) are just a few
of the high quality individuals who have served
with honor and distinction. These dedicated
few represent all of the women of Guam in
their greater struggle for equality of women’s
rights. It has been 150 years since the first
American convention of women’s rights in
1848. And although our society has made
progress towards the goal of complete enfran-
chisement for women, we can no doubt look
forward towards an even brighter future, in
part due to the work and accolades achieved
by our service women. As members of
Guam’s family we are all justly proud of
Guam’s women military ‘‘pioneers’’ and extend
to them an official Dangkulo Si Yu’os Ma’ase
in their honor.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4276) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1999, and for other purpose.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Chairman, I rise to ex-
press my strong opposition to the Hefley
amendment. I am pleased to see so many of
my colleagues from both sides of the aisle
firmly committed to nondiscrimination in the
workplace.

However, it is absolutely appalling that the
House would even consider this outrageous
amendment. President Clinton’s executive
order reaffirms every American’s right to non-
discrimination in the workplace. Yet the Hefley
amendment would reverse this policy against
discrimination on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion.

Non-discrimination is a fundamental Amer-
ican right, whether it be on the basis of sex,
religion, or sexual orientation. Unfortunately,
this amendment is yet another example of a
concerted assault on human rights pushed by
extremists who wish to divide Americans. It
strikes a blow to the core of democracy and
should be rejected by all Americans who value
the principle of freedom in the workplace.

Mr. Chairman, we must stand up in defense
of all Americans and reject this amendment.
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press concern about the continual rise in post-
al rates by the U.S. Postal Service. The recent
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decision by the Board of Governors to in-
crease the price of a postage stamp is ques-
tionable in lieu of the fact that the Postal Serv-
ice has made a profit of over $6 billion in the
last four years.

Clearly, we need to exercise the oversight
function of Congress more vigorously in the
future. I want to congratulate my good friend,
Representative JOHN MCHUGH, Chairman of
the Government Reform Subcommittee on
Postal Service for his diligence in this over-
sight arena. However, he cannot do the job
alone. Congress needs to be more vigilant in
ensuring that we exercise our oversight re-
sponsibilities. In that regard, I would like to in-
clude in the record a column by the President
of the United Postal Service, James P. Kelly
on the operation of the Postal Service. Read-
ing and taking notice of Mr. Kelly’s words is a
good start in helping Congress to become
more aware of the Postal Service problems.
[From the Washington Times, July 15, 1998]

THE MAIL MONOPOLY

(By James Kelly)
The woman on the other end of the phone

sounds frightened and angry. She owns a
small Parcel Plus store in Maryland and just
found out that the United States Postal
Service is opening up shop right around the
corner. She’s worried that the arrival of the
Postal Service will put her own small store
out of business and wants to know what she
can do about it. She has reason to be scared.

In the past, the opening of a local post of-
fice wouldn’t raise an eyebrow. But that was
before the Postal Service began targeting
private-sector companies with predatory
pricing on services and products that few
businesses can match. The business owner in
Maryland knows she can’t compete with a
government agency that enjoys huge advan-
tages not available to private-sector compa-
nies. Her plight is but one example of why
the Postal Service needs significant reform.

Most Americans agree that fair competi-
tion is necessary for a healthy economy and
a strong private sector. At our company, we
have embraced competition and believe it
makes us a smarter, stronger, more respon-
sive business. But the Postal Service rep-
resents something that no competitor should
have to face—a government monopoly that is
able to use its government-granted advan-
tages to unfairly undermine its private-sec-
tor competitors. In this age of government
reform and downsizing, the Postal Service is
the poster child for needed government re-
form.

Most Americans don’t know that the Post-
al Service pays no taxes, local, state or fed-
eral, pays no vehicle licensing fees, is ex-
empt from OSHA enforcement, can ignore
zoning regulations, and is immune from anti-
trust accountability. These advantages
would not be of much concern if it weren’t
for the fact that the Postal Service is using
them like a weapon in the marketplace to
beat out private-sector businesses. That is
simply, unequivocally not the role of govern-
ment.

One particularly egregious example of how
the Postal Service is able to use revenue
from its monopoly on first-class mail to sub-
sidize products that compete with the pri-
vate sector is obvious. The Postal Service
charges $26.63 to ship a 10-pound package
from San Francisco to London via Global
Package Link. But the agency charges $29.80
to ship that same package Express mail from
Washington, D.C. to Baltimore, Maryland.

Common sense tells us that a package
shipped across a continent and over the At-
lantic Ocean should cost more than a pack-
age shipped 35 miles up I–95. But the Postal

Service vice keeps its Global Package Link
prices artificially low with revenue from its
letter mail monopoly, with which private
businesses are prohibited from competing.
This pricing disparity is particularly puz-
zling given that the private-sector charges
an average of $110 to ship a 10-pound expe-
dited package from San Francisco to Lon-
don.

Now consumers are being asked to pay an
additional billion dollars through a penny in-
crease in the price of a stamp. Why is the
Postal Service asking for another billion dol-
lars every year when the agency has gen-
erated more than a billion dollars in surplus
every year for the past three years and is
doing so again this year?

If the Postal Service were truly committed
to its mandate of providing universal letter
mail service,why is it entering into numer-
ous other activities wholly unrelated to this
mission? The Postal Service is now process-
ing bill, selling mugs, T-shirts and hats, and
is hawking telephone cards. What does this
have to do with delivering the mail? Abso-
lutely nothing. In fact, it forces the Postal
Service to lose focus on its primary mission.

It is painfully obvious that reform is des-
perately needed. Congress is working this
year to craft fair legislation that would level
the playing field for the Postal Service. Any
reform bill must require the agency to abide
by the same laws as the private sector when
competing with private businesses. Postal
reform must remove the massive advantages
enjoyed by the Postal Service so that real
competition can provide consumers with real
choice. At the same time, the Postal Rate
Commission, the Postal Service’s oversight
body, must be given real authority to regu-
late the agency both domestically and inter-
nationally.

Congress must act quickly to level the
playing field so the Postal Service can focus
on delivering mail—not delivering small
business owners into the unemployment line.
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Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker,
today I am introducing the ‘‘Rosie the Riveter
National Park Service Affiliated Site Study Act
of 1998.’’ This legislation authorizes the Na-
tional Park Service to conduct a feasibility
study to determine if the Rosie the Riveter
Park located in Richmond, California meets
the requirements of being nationally significant
to become an NPS Affiliated Site.

Rosie the Riveter Park is located on the
Richmond waterfront on the site of Kaiser
Shipyards where the Liberty and Victory ships
were built during World War II. These ships
were built almost entirely by women who took
over shipbuilding jobs to replace men who
went off to war. Quickly these women became
know as ‘‘Rosie the Riveter’’ and ‘‘Wendy the
Welder’’ as their numbers grew and their com-
petency as shipbuilders became well known.

These ‘‘Rosies’’ and ‘‘Wendys’’ built some
747 ships which were immediately commis-
sioned into the U.S. Navy and sent to fight in
the war. Their individual and collective stories
are rich with excitement of being involved in
producing the Liberty and Victory ships, as
well as the realities of facing numerous new

fears. We must remember that prior to this
time, most women did not enter the work
force, especially once married with children.
With their husbands off to war, they were
faced with the responsibility of providing food
and shelter for their families alone. Encour-
aged by the familiar slogan of ‘‘We can do it’’
and the lure of salaries never before offered to
women, thousands of women of all ethnicities
flocked to the town of Richmond in search of
jobs not previously available to them.

Realizing the value of the women workers,
many shipyards including Kaiser conducted
around the clock day care centers and schools
on site so the mothers could work knowing
their children were well cared for nearby.
Some perceive this as a new concept that is
cost prohibitive for business, but it was just
the regular order for shipyards during this
time.

With the support of the City Council and in
particular Councilperson Donna Powers, the
City of Richmond in my district has dedicated
the Rosie the Riveter Park to honor all the
women of the World War II effort. Plans to
erect a monument remnant of the Liberty and
Victory ship are underway as are collections of
oral histories from the women workers.

Mr. Speaker, I was honored to be among so
many of the former ‘‘Rosies’’ and ‘‘Wendys’’ at
the kickoff for the memorial on October 5,
1996. Many told me of the fears they had
working deep in the bowels of a huge ship or
dangling over the side in order to do their job.
Several stated that when the fear enveloped
them, they would think of their loved ones in
the war and just keep moving. This feeling of
connection with the men fighting on the ships
caused the workers to try for perfection with
each task.

What little safety and protective equipment
existed in the 1940’s was made for men and
tended not to give the same protection to the
women who used them. Numerous women still
bear the scars they received during such un-
protected work. I learned so much from talking
with the women about their experiences and
quickly realized that these stories are part of
who we are as a nation and must be pre-
served for generations to come.

Rosie the Riveter Park and the history it
represents should be designated an affiliated
area to the National Park Service and I’m con-
fident that the study proposed in my legislation
will come to the same conclusion. I hope the
Congress will move quickly to enact this legis-
lation.
f
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Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, throughout our
nation’s history, men and women from all cor-
ners of our country have stood tall in her de-
fense. It is the bravery and honor with which
these men and women have served that has
helped keep America free and strong over the
years.

Today, I would like to commend one such
individual: Gunners Mate 3rd Class Robert
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